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There is no question that 2020 has been a very challenging year for everyone.  We all 
mourn with those who have lost friends or loved ones prematurely to the effects of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Yet, we must also not forget those who have lost employment or 
suffered other economic hardships. Nor can we forget those who have struggled in iso-
lation or with waning mental health. We cannot, we must not forget any of these issues, 
because of their implications on the broader public health.  

If 2020 has taught us anything, it has shown us the importance of balance and mod-
eration. I am proud of TriCounty Health’s efforts, in partnership with local leaders, to 
strike an appropriate balance in our local response to reducing transmission risk in our 
communities. However, 2020 has also demonstrated the need for each of us to exercise 
balance and moderation in caring for our own health. The COVID-19 virus has shown 
us how important it is to be proactive in moderate and consistent efforts in improving 
and maintaining our individual health and well-being.  

Our greatest growth and learning always flows from our 
greatest challenges. 

As we move forward, may 
we not forget the import-
ant lessons we learned in 
2020 both as a communi-
ty and as individuals.  

Jordan D. Mathis
Director/Health Officer



TriCounty Health Department, in Vernal, was 
utilized as TestUtah.Com testing location, con-
ducting drive through COVID-19 PCR testing 
from April through June 2020. TCHD nursing 
staff as well as Ashley Regional Medical Cen-
ter nursing staff assisted in Monday through 
Friday testing.

TCHD and ARMC 
Nurses conduct 
testing on first 
responders 
prior to opening 
drive through 
testing to public.



Dec. 22, 2020 TriCounty Health Department Received 
their first shipment of Moderna COVID-19 Vaccine. 
TCHD Nursing staff administered the first doses of 
Moderna COVID-19 vaccine to non-hospital Healthcare 
on Dec. 23, 2020. 

The first to receive the vaccine from TCHD were: Dr. 
Karl Breitenbach, Dr. Michael Olsen, Dr. Kirk Wood-
ward and Dr. Rodney Anderson.

First shipment of Moderna COVID-19 Vaccine

First Dose Draw of Moderna COVID-19 Vaccine

First shipment of Moderna 
COVID-19 Vaccine



“One of the best things that came 
from this pandemic is the partner-
ships we’ve made along the way. So 
many people in the community have 
pulled together. Schools, business-
es, healthcare, public health and 
community members, partnering 

through the response.”
-Cyndie Mattinson, Epi Coordinator

“This is 
what Public 
Health is 
here for, we 
work hard to 
protect the 
public and 
serve during 
times like 
these.” -KayCee 

Asay, Director of 
Nursing

“This past year has been different than any I have known 
throughout my public health career. However, pandemic pre-
paredness is at the center of public health service. This is what 
we study and prepare for. We have seen stress, fear, anger, and 
kindness through it all. I have appreciated the many people in 
our community that have chosen kindness. We have weathered 
this storm because of this kindness. I have seen many people 
offer assistance. I have seen many work extra hours without pay. 
I have seen many in our community visited, texted, and called to 
see if they need help. I am thankful for this community we live in. 
We have proven we can handle public health emergencies.“ -Darrin 

Brown, Environmental Health Director

“Success is being prepared on purpose.”
- Rob Grove, Emergency Response Director



Even Through 
the COVID-19 

Response 
Our Programs 

Continued...

CSHCN Program 



Hard work from our 
Environmental Health Team

“In 2020, the EH staff experienced a large amount of turnover. 
Through it all; Gary Stewart was one person who worked tirelessly 
no matter our staff level.” -David Koons, EH Scientist



“COVID-19 has taught us 
what it means to “Serve 
for Health.”  We have been 
forced to adjust our usu-
al work and take on new 
responsibilities. The pan-
demic response became our 
priority and will remain our 
primary focus to ensure the 
health of the community.” 
-Jake Isaacson, Health Promotion 
Director

Our 
Health Promotion Team

Kept 
truckin’ along

Despite COVID-19, participants of our diabetes 
Prevention were receptive of pivoting to virtual 
learning. Its encouraging to continue the good 
work we’ve been doing.” -Daniel Jackson, Health Edu-

cator



Emergency Preparedness continued to prepare and get ready for more

“All year - training, exercising and planning, even counting our yearly flu shoot out, prepares public health staff 
and volunteers to respond in situations that we have experienced this year. We are ready, but we are constantly 
learning,  growing and improving as we move through the response and implement everything we have planned for.” 
-Liberty Best, Public Information Officer/Planning Specialist



We knew you were going to ask... and yes... there was still need for STI testing....

Warning: Masks do not 
protect against sexually 
transmitted infections

Next to COVID-19, Chlamydia was the top reported disease 
in 2020, followed by the flu and Hepatitis C



“In our Children with Special Health-
care needs Program, we are overcoming 
COVID challenges by providing assess-
ments via telehealth and a lot of out of 
the box creativity.”-Jessica Spendlove, Care 

Coordinator

Nursing staff pursued consistency in programs in spite of COVID-19 



tricountyhealth.com

• Food Safety
• Public Pool Safety

• Landfill Operations
• Used Oil

• Solid & Hazardous 
Waste

• Air Quality
• Spills

• Water Quality/
Drinking Water Lab

• Non-public Drink-
ing Water

• Schools
• Motels

• Wastewater & Liquid 
Waste Operations

• Subdivision Review
• Temporary Mass 

Gatherings
• Body Art & Tanning

•  Mercury

• Vaccines for Chil-
dren

• Immunization
• Tuberculosis Medi-

cation & Elimination
• HIV Prevention

• Sexually Transmitted 
Infection Prevention 

• Early Childhood 
development

• Maternal and Child 
Health

• Targeted Case Man-
agement

• Women, Infants and 
Children

• Breastfeeding
• Baby Your Baby
• Communicable 

Disease Surveillance 
& Investigation

• Children With 
Special Healthcare 

Needs
• Injury Prevention
• RX Overdose Pre-

vention
• Child Abuse & Ne-

glect Prevention
• Suicide Prevention 

• Child Passenger 
Safety

• Tobacco Prevention
• Breathe Tobacco 

Free- Baby & Me
• Ending Nicotine 

Dependence
• Tobacco Compliance

• Tobacco Policy 
• Environment, Policy 

& Improvement 
Clinic

• Community Health
• Diabetes Prevention
• Heart Disease and 

Stroke 
• Teen Outreach Pro-

gram
• Public Health Pre-

paredness
• Bioterrorism Event 

Planning
• SNS/POD Planning
• Emergency Com-

munications               
Management

• Emergency Support 
Function #8 Lead 

Agency
• Ebola Preparedness

• Healthcare Pre-
paredness Planning         

Coalition Lead


